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Peterhead gas campaign

Context: Friends of the 
Earth Scotland seeking a 

just transition from 
fossil fuels

Protecting 
workers and 
communities Public 

transport



Why focus on lobbying?
“People of the same trade seldom meet together, even for merriment and 

diversion, but the conversation ends in a conspiracy against the public”

Adam Smith,Wealth of Nations (1776) bk. 1, ch. 10



Our key sources



790
Fossil fuel industry lobbying 

engagements with MSPs
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295
Ministers inc. the First 

Minister



Lobbying patterns
Lobbying appeared to be intensifying 
Official records showed that oil lobbyists were  
increasingly adopting cover stories, stating 
they simply wanted to talk about ‘net zero’
Registered lobbying took place mostly in the 
Scottish Parliament but business and cultural 
venues were important as were party 
conferenced



Lobbying 
examples

‘Doors wide open’ at the 
SNP conference
Oil companies attend a 
banquet at Edinburgh 
Castle
Kate Forbes meets Equinor 
inside the UN climate talks





Complaint 
sent to 
Scottish 
Govt.



Webpage 
and e-news 
for 
supporters

MSPs briefed

Press work

First Minister rejects claims

Formal complaint 
made





World Health Organisation 
Framework Convention on Tobacco

‘Decision-makers should interact with the tobacco 

industry only when and to the extent strictly necessary to 

enable them to effectively regulate the tobacco industry 

and tobacco products… where interactions with the 

tobacco industry are necessary, Parties should ensure 

that such interactions are conducted transparently.’



How much work is all this?
3 months of work over 9 months:
   data collection 
     → verification 
       → FOIs 
         → review 
           → complaint 
             → response
Coordinated effort of research, advocacy and press/comms
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