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News

Spirited Away: What do we know
about the demise of Scotland’s
Deposit Return Scheme?

Author
Juliet Swann

Analysis of Scotland's lobbying register submissions for 2022 and early 2023 show that whilst
environmental NGOs in support of the Deposit Return Scheme (DRS) had 12 meetings with MSPs and
Ministers, trade organisations with concerns had 218. One lobby group, the Scotch Whisky Association,
alone held 42 meetings. Five of these were with Ministers including the First Minister and Deputy First

Minister, as well as a meeting with the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government.
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COMMUNICATION TYPES

 What is included
 What isn’t included
 What we think should be included
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EXEMPTIONS

» Constituency or regional MSP
* Invitation

* CPG meetings

- Small organisations

* Unpaid

transparency.org.uk




e ) TRANSPARENCY

INTERNATIONAL UK

fighting corruption worldwide

Hi Juliet,

| hope you're well.

Mr Hepburn would welcome an in person introductory meeting to discuss priorities for the upcoming steering group and ways of working.

| am hoping to arrange this meeting before the rescheduled Open Government Steering Group due to take place on either w/c 3 June or w/c 10t June.

Please let me know if any of the following dates/times would be suitable for you?

13:30-14:00 or 15:00-15:30, Wednesday 22 May
Anytime from 10:00-15:30, Wednesday 29 May

| look forward to hearing from you.

Many thanks,
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THE COST OF LOBBYING

* International examples

- What has been suggested could be recorded
» Good faith estimates
* Thresholds
- Banding
« Campaign expenditure
» Costs of the actual activity
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Paul Dobson - March 12, 2024

Energy giants, a lobbying group for the holiday lets sector, and
a firm which uses Al to track migrants crossing the Channel
were among private bodies at a “shadowy” event at Scottish
Labour’s conference which journalists were banned from.
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REPORTING TIMESCALES

* Current
* International examples

 What we would like to see
» Latest data
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Time between meeting and publication of meeting

m0-90 days ®Over 90 days
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ACCESSIBILITY & UNDERSTANDING

* Current website

» Upgrades since 2021
* Ghost text
- Dashboard
* Workshops and advice

* Plans for reform
* Open Access
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OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

 Proactive publication of meetings
* FolSA not applicable to MSPs

* Revolving Door

» Cross-database synchronicity

* Legislative footprints
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*High level information about the organisation incl. date
registered, registered address, contact details, website, lobbying
staff, annual spending on regulated activities, clients (if
consultant lobbyist)

eTags to provide a high-level view of the policy areas an
organisation is lobbying on e.g. economy, tourism,
housing, health

*The specific bill, resolution, grant etc. the
organisation wants to influence e.g. Lobbying
(Scotland) Act 2016

*Specific lobbying objectives e.g. Reform
of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016 to
provide greater transparency and
accountability about lobbying in

Holyrood.

eInformation about specific
contact with officials incl. date,
form e.g. email, face to face etc.,
public official, theme/Campaign
target/Campaign objective (tbc),
client (if consultant lobbyist)
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Juliet.swann@transparency.org.uk

https://openaccess.transparency.org.uk/


mailto:juliet.swann@transparency.org.uk

	Slide 1: Improving lobbying transparency
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Communication types 
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 15: Exemptions 
	Slide 16: Exemptions 
	Slide 17: The cost of lobbying 
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 23: Reporting timescales
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: Accessibility & understanding
	Slide 29: Other considerations 
	Slide 31
	Slide 32

