Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland AGM 2025:
Statements from nominees for election

Professor Kevin Dunion — co-opted trustee since November 2024,
seeking election

Short biography

Kevin first became involved in environmental activism when he worked for Oxfam, travelling
through India documenting the adverse impacts of major economic development projects. As
Chief Executive of Friends of the Earth Scotland he introduced the concept of environmental
justice to its work. His book Troublemakers — the Struggle for Environmental Justice in
Scotland draws on the experience of communities across Scotland tackling polluting
industries, landfills, and opencast mining. He was made an OBE for services to Friends of
Earth International, which he chaired from 1995-2000.

He was the first Scottish Information Commissioner and is the author of Freedom of
Information in Scotland in Practice. Now an Honorary Professor at the University of Dundee, he
is an international consultant on Fol working in countries as varied as Brazil, Tunisia and
Croatia.

Statement for election

As an ERCS associate and then co-opted trustee, | have an appreciation of the mission,
purpose and achievements of ERCS. It is taking forward the very issues to which | felt most
committed whilst | was active in Friends of the Earth Scotland and Scottish Environment LINK.
The ERCS advice service is excellent and requests for support are on the increase. From this
we can identify common concerns which inform our agenda but perhaps also be aware of
issues/communities which are not engaging with ERCS.

Delivering any agenda for change is challenging in the current political climate. The stalling on
the Human Rights Bill, despite extensive engagement by third sector bodies, is salutary. The
reluctance of the government to use its powers to extend Fol obligations to private bodies
delivering public services is frustrating to Fol advocates. So | would hope to contribute to
reviewing/developing the strategic approach for delivering on ERCS objectives including
environmental courts, and rights of appeal, and assisting, where desired, with advocacy.
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Jamie Whittle — ERCS associate since 2020, seeking election
Short biography

Jamie is an environmental and rural land lawyer at R & R Urquhart LLP based in the North of
Scotland. He was a Morehead-Cain scholar to the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
and holds an MSc in human ecology from the Centre for Human Ecology/Open University. He
is a part-time lecturer in environmental law and renewable energy law at the University of
Edinburgh School of Law, where he previously completed his law degree. He is a referral
solicitor for the Environmental Law Foundation and is a director of a number of environmental
charities. Outside of the law he is a keen surfer and skier, and runs a Cub Scout pack.

Statement for election

It’s been fantastic to see the development of ERCS from the perspective of being an Associate
over the past few years. ERCS plays such a critically important role in facilitating access to
justice, advocacy and holding government bodies to account. | am really keen to continue to
help further. | am happy to share what experience | have and the technical/legal knowledge |
have as required to support ERCS’ work.

Grainne McGinn - seeking election
Short biography

Grainne is a human rights policy professional with additional experience in community
engagement, political communication and campaigning. Outside of a professional capacity
she is a dedicated lived experience campaigner, activist and human rights defender focused
on disability, social, climate justice and LGBT+ rights. She has a first-class MA in Politics from
the University of Glasgow and a MSc Human Rights and Diplomacy with distinction from the
University of Stirling. | have additional training in project management, EasyRead creation,
digital accessibility, public speaking, leadership and workplace ethics.

Grainne is currently a Policy and Research Officer at Inclusion Scotland, a national Disabled
People’s Organisation. Previous experience includes being a researcher at the Scottish
Parliament for an MSP and a human rights policy specialist for the Scottish Commission for
People with Learning Disabilities.

Statement for election

| believe at ERCS | would be able to use my knowledge and expertise of equalities and
accessibility to positively influence the direction of ERCS. The mission point “awareness
raising of legal rights and remedies and supporting equitable participation in environmental
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decision-making” is particularly important to me. | feel my skills, lived experience and ideas

would help ERCS to engage with a wider and more diverse group of people, by making ERCS’s
work and participation opportunities more accessible.

I connect strongly with ERCS’s values: openness, accessibility, collaborative, evidence-based,
trusted and transparent. These are essential criteria of my own work and | hope to equally
bring these into my role as Trustee. Being a friendly, informed and critical voice to help ERCS
achieve its mission of a Scotland which embeds environmental justice into its law and
communities.
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