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Clean Up Scotland’s Sewage: Template letter to MSPs on campaign manifesto asks
Find your MSPs by entering your postcode on the Scottish Parliament website. To find your preferred candidate in the May 2026 election, check party websites for candidate lists.
Make sure to personalise [these sections] before sending the email.
When you have sent the email, please let us know at sewage@ercs.scot. We look forward to hearing from you!
***
Subject line
Will you commit to tackling sewage pollution?

Email text
Dear [name of MSP],
My name is [your name] and I am a constituent in [your town/constituency]. 
In the lead-up to the Holyrood 2026 election, I am asking you to commit to tackling sewage pollution and enshrining our human right to a healthy environment in Scots law.
[You may want to include your own story here. Personal experiences are an effective way of showing MSPs that sewage pollution is a live issue in their constituency that needs addressing.
You could:
· Tell how you have been affected by sewage pollution. Clearly state where you encountered it, and if you can, include what the impact was – e.g. “I was walking by my local river and saw the riverbank covered in wet wipes.”
· Check the Scottish Water overflow map, and highlight sewage spills in your area or overflows that are not monitored. You could also refer to media coverage – e.g. the Ferret’s reporting on polluted bathing waters (2 November 2025).
· Say why you are concerned about sewage spills – e.g. “Sewage pollution is dangerous to our health and wildlife, and I’m concerned about why our laws are not preventing it.”]
Like me, people across Scotland are concerned about sewage pollution and struggling to get our waters cleaned up. In 2024, Scottish Water reported over 24,000 sewage spills – that is almost three spills every hour. Around 20% of overflows are in ‘unsatisfactory’ condition, either causing pollution or in breach of its permit. 
This is clearly not acceptable from a publicly owned and regulated water company.  
Because of my concerns, I recently signed the petition organised by the Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland to Clean Up Scotland’s Sewage, which is supported by civil society organisations and community groups. 
As my elected representative, I urge you to commit to the four petition asks:
1. Make pollution visible: Introduce 100% monitoring of all sewer overflows so that we know how often our waterways are being polluted.
2. Stop routine pollution: Match the new EU standards for surface water quality and wastewater treatment to safeguard human and environmental health.
3. Hold polluters to account: Review the resources and enforcement of our current regulations to give public bodies the tools to protect our waterways.
4. Build in resilience: Set interim targets for 2030 to invest in blue-green infrastructure to reduce sewage spills.
Safe water is part of our human right to a healthy environment, and the next Scottish Government will be responsible for a plan to manage our waters for the next 6 years. As my MSP, I hope I can trust on you to stand up for our health and nature.  
Could you please let me know your response and whether you will commit to championing our four asks in the next Scottish Parliament?
Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Postcode to confirm your constituency]
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